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S P EAKER KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. An y  messages,
reports, or announcements?

CLERK: Just one item, a n e w  re s o l u t i o n  b y  S e nator Vrtiska,
L R  318. It's a study resolution, Mr. President. It will be 
ref e r r e d  to the board. That's all that I have. (Legislative 
Journal p a g e  1050.)

S P E A K E R  KRISTENSEN: (Visitors introduced.) W e ' r e  b a c k  to
d e b a t e  on LB 1309. Mr. Clerk, we n ow m o v e  to a m e n dments to the 
committee amendment.

CLERK: Mr. President, the first a m e n d m e n t  to the committee
amendment. Senator Schimek, AM3175. (Legislative Journal 
p a g e  1037.)

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Schimek, you' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open
on y our amend m e n t  to the commi t t e e  amendment.

S E N ATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, th a n k  you. Mr. P r e s i d e n t  and members, I
in t r oduced t h i s . ..this amend m e n t  first thing after I saw the 
letter from the AARP, w h i c h  I t h i n k  I've ha d  d i s t r i b u t e d  to all 
of you. It involves the issue about the $1 co p a y  on
p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs. And, yo u  know, one of th e  thi n g s  about the 
w h o l e  bu dg e t  p r o c e s s  is it o f t e n t i m e s ... it o f t e n t i m e s  goes so 
fast that y ou d o n ' t  even k now w hat the issues w e r e  in the 
budget. A n d  t his one conce r n e d  me, b a s e d  on th e  letter that I 
h a v e  received. An d  i t...the p u r p o s e  of the amen d m e n t  is to 
r e s tore the $1 f u nding to k e e p  the p r e s c r i p t i o n  copay at $1 
in s t ea d of r a ising it to $2. Th e  AARP letter makes a very good 
point, and t h e y  say that this w o u l d  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d  for 
so mebody w ho m i g h t  have six p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a month. An d  that 
sounds like a lot, bu t  if yo u  rea l l y  start t h i n k i n g  about it, it 
do e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean p r e s c r i p t i o n s  t he w a y  we think of them. 
If t h e y ' r e . . . i f  they're vitamins, for instance, t hat you've been 
prescribed, t hey m a y  be over the counter, b u t  those still are 
p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs. So if...if you ' r e  t h i n k i n g  about that, and 
y o u ' d  have, say, six of t h e m  a month, t h at w o u l d  b e  an 
ad d i tional $6 a year. . . o r  a month, w h i c h  w o u l d  m e a n  that you 
w o u l d  have a 1.1 p e rcent i ncrease on y o u r ...ta x  on your i n c o m e . 
Th e  second paragraph, w h i c h  I rea l l y  didn ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h e n  I


